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Section I 

1.​ INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 
 
The La Grange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) in Cook County, Illinois 
is accepting bids for transportation services for special education students. 
 
The bid opening will be held in the Board Conference Room of the LADSE 
Administrative Offices, located at 1301 W Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525 on 
Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 9:00 am (CST) at which time all bids will be opened and 
read aloud to the public. No bid received after the date and time specified will be 
considered. The Bidder assumes the risk of delay in the handling or delivery of mail. 
 
Bids are to be addressed to: 
 

Nick Peranich, Director of Business Services 
La Grange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) 

1301 W Cossitt Avenue, LaGrange, Illinois 60525  
 
If you have questions regarding this Bid please email Nick Peranich at 
nperanich@ladse.org.   
 
The bid proposal must be submitted on the Bid Form attached hereto and should be 
enclosed in an opaque envelope which is sealed and clearly marked on the front with 
“LADSE Special Education Transportation Bid Proposal”. Bid proposals will be accepted 
any time prior to, but not later than, Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 9:00 am (CST) at the 
LADSE Administrative Office, located at 1301 W Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525. 
 
All contractors submitting bids must attend a mandatory pre-bid meeting on Friday, 
February 7, 2025 at 2 pm (CST) at the La Grange Area Department of Special 
Education (LADSE) Administrative Center at 1301 W. Cossitt Avenue in La Grange, IL 
60525. The purpose of the conference will be to answer any questions regarding these 
specifications. All questions will be recorded at that time and responses will be 
distributed in writing to all interested contractors.  
 
Each bid shall be a firm and irrevocable offer from the date received by LADSE until at 
least ninety (90) days after the date bids are opened and announced to the public. 
Corrections, modifications, or amendments to bids for any reason, including any error or 
miscalculation, shall not be permitted. LADSE reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
or to waive any informalities, irregularities or defects in any proposal, should it be 
viewed to be in the best interest of the special education cooperative to do so. The 
Contract, if awarded, will be awarded by first considering, in LADSE’s sole discretion, 
the Bidder most able to provide safety and comfort for special needs students, stability 
of service, any other factors set forth in these Bid Documents regarding quality of 
service, and then price.  
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The Bidder shall bid in strict conformance with the requirements of the Bid 
Specifications, and no bid shall be accepted that alters or qualifies the bid price as 
required to be submitted on the Bid Form or otherwise alters the terms and conditions of 
the Bid Specifications.  
 

Bidding documents may be obtained from: 
 
La Grange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) 
1301 W. Cossitt Avenue 
La Grange, IL 60525 
 
Or online at ladse.org 

 
 
For purposes of comparison of bids, the amount bid by each Bidder shall be determined 
to be the sum of the following estimates: 
 

a.​ Rates within and outside the cooperative 
i.​ Within the LADSE Cooperative: The amount bid on Bid Form 1 (A) 

multiplied by the 16,920 annual AM and PM routes, plus the annual 
number of 8,820 mid-day routes, plus 

ii.​ Outside the LADSE Cooperative: The average of the amounts(s) bid per 
route on the Bid Form 1 (B)  multiplied by 7,200 round trips, plus 

 
b.​ Rates for Field Trips 

i.​ The amount bid in Bid Form Number 2, multiplied by 75 trips, plus 
 

c.​ Rates for Special Transport of Individual Students 
i.​ The amount bid in Bid Form Number 3, multiplied by 20 trips, plus 

 
d.​ Rates for Late/Early Buses 

i.​ The amount bid in Bid Form Number 4, multiplied by 450 runs, plus 
 

e.​ Surcharges 
i.​ Bus Aides: The amount bid in Bid Form Number 5 (a) multiplied by AM 

bus aides multiplied by 180 annual transport days, plus PM bus aides 
multiplied by 180 annual transport days, plus mid day bus aides multiplied 
by 180 annual transport days, plus 
 

f.​ Bond 
i.​ Total of A through E above 

1.​ Bid Bond submitted at bid = 10% of the first-year bid price 
2.​ Performance Bond submitted within 10 days of award = 100% of 

bid price 
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SECTION II 
GENERAL CONDITIONS  
 
The La Grange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) and the Contractor (as 
herein defined) shall enter into a contract to provide the services at the price on the 
terms and conditions specified in these General Conditions and other Bid Documents 
(as herein defined) and such other reasonable terms consistent therewith and 
necessary for the performance of the contract. Such contract shall be for a three year 
initial term as further described herein, subject to earlier termination as noted in bid 
termination language. (Transportation for all 2025 summer programs will be provided by 
the transportation company under contract for the 2024-2025 school year. 
 

1.​ Districts 
 

The following General Conditions are for special education transportation for LADSE, 
which is formed pursuant to an intergovernmental agreement among the following 
school districts: 
 

District Name District Number County 
Butler #53 DuPage 
Darien #61 DuPage 
Gower  #62 DuPage 

Westchester #92.5 Cook 
Komarek #94 Cook 

Brookfield-LaGrange Park #95 Cook 
Riverside #96 Cook 

Western Springs #101 Cook 
La Grange #102 Cook 

Lyons #103 Cook 
La Grange South #105 Cook 

La Grange Highlands #106 Cook 
Pleasantdale #107 Cook 

Lyons Twp. High School #204 Cook 
Riverside-Brookfield H.S. #208 Cook 

 
2.​ Definitions 

 
A.​ “LADSE” shall mean the La Grange Area Department of Special Education, 

located at 1301 West Cossitt Avenue in La Grange, Illinois 60525. 
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B.​ “Bidder” shall mean the corporate entity that submits a bid for a contract with 

LADSE for the work described in the Bid Documents.  
 

C.​ “Bid Documents” shall mean and include the Public Notice, Instructions to 
Bidders, General Conditions, LADSE Summary of Experiences, Bid Form, 
Carrier Information Sheet, Proposed Vehicle List, General Conditions, 
Emergency Medical Plan, LADSE Transportation Lists, LADSE and Non-LADSE 
Schools, other sample bidding and contract forms, and all attachments to 
foregoing. It also includes any Addenda issued prior to receipt of bids.  
 

D.​ “Contractor” shall mean the successful Bidder whose bid has been accepted by 
LADSE and to whom a contact has been awarded.  
 

E.​ “AM Route” shall mean the pattern or plan of travel including pick up and 
departure points for buses transporting students and others entitled to school bus 
transportation approximately between the hours of 7:00 am to 10:00 am Monday 
through Friday. 
 

F.​ “Mid Day Route” shall mean the pattern or plan of travel including pick up and 
departure points for buses transporting students and others entitled to school bus 
transportation approximately between the hours of 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. 
 

G.​ “PM Route” shall mean the pattern or plan of travel including pick up and 
departure points for buses transporting students and others entitled to school bus 
transportation approximately between the hours of 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. 
 

H.​ “Run” shall mean a one-way transport form the point of initial departure to the 
point of final arrival on a bus route. 
 

I.​ “Trip” shall mean a one-way ride for a student from the point of initial departure to 
the point of final arrival of the student.  
 

J.​ “First Division Vehicles” shall mean minivans, medic-vans or SUVs to be used for 
the LADSE contract.  

 
3. General Scope of Work 

 
To provide for the transportation of special education students of the school districts 
participating in LADSE. The Contractor will transport said students both to and from the 
building to which they are assigned by LADSE Director or designee.  
 
Additionally, for individualized transport of students to vocational job sites or private 
placement, LADSE at their discretion may request the transport of their student in either 
buses or “First Division Vehicles”. The contractor may use school buses and/or “First 
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Division Vehicles” to transport individual students to special education programs where 
a student(s) must be transported alone. LADSE will not be required to use the 
contractor for transporting individual students to special education programs and 
LADSE may, at its discretion, utilize other third parties to perform such work. The 
contractor may not use “First Division Vehicles” for regular in-district transport of 
students to special education programs, or academic field trips except by noted 
exception.  
 
Each Bidder must complete all required items on the Bid Form. The bid proposal must 
be submitted on the Bid Form attached hereto and should be enclosed in an opaque 
envelope which is sealed and clearly marked on the front with “LADSE Special 
Education Transportation Bid Proposal”. Bid proposals will be accepted any time prior 
to, but not later than, Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 9:00 am (CST) at the LADSE 
Administrative Office, located at 1301 W Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525.   
 
The following items will be taken into consideration in determining the award of the bid: 
 

A.​ Evidence of the Bidder’s expertise in bus operation and the transport of students 
with disabilities, including evidence of successful performance of other 
transportation contracts of similar size and scope to the LADSE contract.  
 

B.​ Evidence of the Bidder’s adherence to route and run schedules, and to be in full 
compliance with all contract provisions. 
 

C.​ Evidence of adequate operations and maintenance of staff, facilities, and 
services to provide for safe and uninterrupted continuation of services.  
 

D.​ Bid price 
 

E.​ Type of transportation vehicles and equipping thereof in terms of providing for the 
convenience, comfort, and safety of the students.  
 

F.​ Location of vehicle storage, garage, and operations facilities.   
 

G.​ Guaranty of continuation of access to vehicles during contract period. 
 

H.​ Extent and nature of the in-service programs offered to drivers (i.e. sign language 
instruction for drivers transporting hearing impaired children, behavior 
management instruction for drivers transporting children with behavior disorders, 
training on how to handle medical emergencies for drivers transporting medically 
at risk students). 
 

I.​ Proof of insurability. 
 

J.​ Submission and Required Submittals 
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Bidder must submit its bid on the forms provided with these specifications. Bids 
must contain the following: 

 
a.​ Signed bid documents, exhibits, and certificates. 

 
b.​ A certified check or bid bond equal to ten percent (10%) of the value of the 

bid for the first year from a surety company with at least an “A” rating in 
Best’s Key Rating Guide.   
 

c.​ Written evidence that (i) the Bidder has a minimum of five (5) years 
experience operating buses and transporting public school children 
enrolled in grades K through 12 and (ii) its transportation manager has a 
minimum of five (5) years experience in pupil transportation management 
in the State of Illinois. 
 

d.​ Sufficient written evidence that the Bidder has buses equipped for the 
convenience, safety and comfort of the students.  
 

e.​ Written evidence that the Bidder has employees with sufficient experience 
to maintain the fleet and adequate/appropriate maintenance facilities to 
meet each school district’s requirements. 
 

f.​ Written evidence establishing the financial stability of the Bidder, which 
shall include three (3) copies of the most current audits and management 
letters as well as a letter from a bank or banks stating the financial 
condition of the Bidder.   
 

g.​ The safety record of the Bidder, including a report describing the Bidder’s 
safety program and safety experience. 
 

h.​ Three references from Illinois school districts. 
 

i.​ Age of buses to be utilized for the transportation services. 
 

j.​ Ability to provide cameras on buses. 
 

k.​ Insurance certificates in accordance with the requirements provided 
herein.   
 

l.​ Written evidence that the Bidder will be able to obtain the performance 
bond required herein. 
 

m.​Location of a facility from which the Bidder will operate.  Facility must be 
located within 15 miles from LADSE member district boundaries.  Note:  
Bidder must have such a facility established by July 1, 2025. Bidder shall 
provide deed, lease, and/or other documents to validate ownership or 
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tenancy status. 
 

n.​ Statement of ownership acknowledging that Bidder owns or leases all of 
its buses. 
 

o.​ Description of Bus Maintenance Program. 
 

p.​ Additional Driver Policy and Procedures. 
 

q.​ A written summary that details the Bidder’s route scheduling 
competencies and proficiencies of the Bidder as well as a timeline of how 
the Bidder expects to be ready for the first day of school. 
 

r.​ Other items listed under Qualifications for Bidders 
 
4. Signing Bids 

Persons legally qualified to sign such documents must sign all bids. If they are 
signed by any person other than the President of the Contractor, or by an agent, or 
by an attorney-in-fact, the authority of the person who signs the proposal is required. 
Bids, which are signed for a partnership, shall be signed by one of the partners, or 
by an attorney-in-fact. 

 
5. Late Bids   

No bid received after the date and time specified will be considered. The Bidder 
assumes the risk of delay in the handling or delivery of mail. 

 
6. Preparation of Bids  

All bids shall be completed with each space properly completed. The special 
attention of Bidders is directed to the policy that no claim for relief because of errors 
or omissions in the bidding will be considered, and Bidders will be held strictly to the 
bids as submitted.  All bidders will be bound by any and all math calculations, 
misquotes, or mistakes of any kind and to all terms contained in these bid 
specifications.  Bids shall be without interlineations, or erasures.  No oral, telephonic, 
facsimile or electronic bid or revision to a bid will be considered. Should the bidder 
find any discrepancies in or omissions from any of the documents, or be in doubt as 
to their meanings, the Bidder shall advise the LADSE representative listed above 
who will issue the necessary clarification to all prospective bidders by means of 
written addenda. Oral explanations will not be binding.  All bids submitted shall be 
valid for a minimum period of 90 days after the bid opening.   
 

7. No Modifications  
Unless the Bidder so indicates, it is understood that the Bidder has bid in strict 
conformance with the specification requirements.  In accordance with Illinois law, 
once the bids are opened, such bids may not be modified in any way without the 
written approval of LADSE.  Any explanation or statement, which the Bidder wishes 
to make, must be placed in the same envelope with the bid but shall be written 
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separately and independently of the bid and attached thereto.  

 
8. Bidder Fully Informed   

The submission of a bid by a Bidder will be an acknowledgement by the Bidder that 
the Bidder is fully informed as to the extent and character of the service required and 
can offer the services satisfactorily in accordance with the specifications.  

 
9. Compliance with all Laws 
  
The Contract shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Illinois. If any provision hereof shall be held to contravene any applicable law, such 
provision shall be deemed reformed to the extent of conforming to said law, and in all 
other respects the terms hereof shall remain in full force and effect.  
 
The Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations, rules and policies 
promulgated by the Federal, State, County, Municipal and/or other government unit or 
regulatory body, including each school district, now in effect or which may be in effect 
during the performance of the Contract. Included within the scope of the laws, 
regulations and rules referred to in this Section, but in no way to operate as a limitation, 
are all forms of traffic regulations, public utility and Interstate Commerce Commission 
regulations, Workers’ Compensation Laws, the Social Security Act, Occupational Safety 
and Health Act, the Consumer Product and Safety Act, the Illinois School Code and the 
Illinois Motor Vehicle Code.  Contractor shall comply with all applicable Federal, State 
and local laws and regulations pertaining to wages and hours of employment of all 
personnel employed by the Contractor. 

 
School buses and personnel must be in compliance with all Federal and State laws, 
rules, regulations, and statutes applicable to the performance of student transportation 
services, including, but not limited to, the Illinois School Code and the Illinois Vehicle 
Code, and all policies, rules and regulations of each school district, the State Board of 
Education, the Illinois Department of Transportation and, the State of Illinois Standards 
for School Buses, the Regional Office of Education and the local municipalities in which 
the buses will be operated. 

 
Additionally, the Contractor shall comply with all laws and regulations pertaining to equal 
opportunity and fair employment practices including the Illinois Human Rights Act. The 
Contractor shall not discriminate against any worker, employee, or applicant, or any 
other member of the public because of race, religion, color, age, sex, handicap, marital 
status, national origin, or unsatisfactory military discharge, nor otherwise commit an 
unfair labor practice. The Contractor further agrees that this Section will be incorporated 
by the Contractor in all contracts entered into with suppliers of materials and services, 
subcontractors and labor organizations, furnishing skilled, unskilled, or craft union 
skilled labor that may perform any such labor or service in connection with the Contract. 

 
Further, by submitting a bid, the Contractor certifies that it has adopted and 
implemented a written sexual harassment policy in full compliance with Section 2-105A 

10 
 



Bid Specifications and Conditions 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

The following specifications and conditions will be incorporated as part of the final contract or contracts. 
(4) of the Illinois Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/2-105A (4), and, in case the Contractor 
has 25 or more employees, a drug-free workplace policy and practice in full compliance 
with Section 3 of the Illinois Drug-Free Workplace Act, 30 ILCS 580/3.  

 
As an independent contractor, records in the possession of the Contractor related to the 
Contract may be subject to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 ILCS 
140/5-1 et seq.; 5 ILCS 140/7(2).  The Contractor shall immediately provide a school 
district with any such records requested by the school district in order to timely respond 
to any FOIA request received by the school district.  The school district will review all 
such records to determine whether FOIA exemptions apply before disclosing the 
records, such that information properly exempt as proprietary or prohibited from release 
by other laws or exempt for other reasons will not be released.  If the Contractor refuses 
to provide a record that is the subject of a FOIA request to the school district and the 
Attorney General or a court of competent jurisdiction subsequently requires the release 
of the record or penalizes the school district in any way, the Contractor shall reimburse 
the school district for all costs, including attorneys’ fees, incurred by the school district 
related to the FOIA request and records at issue. 

 
Contractor shall comply with all laws pertaining to student records and student 
confidentiality, including the Illinois School Student Records Act and the Federal Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act. All personally identifiable information and data 
relating to the school district’s students shall at all times be treated as confidential by 
Contractor and will not be copied, used or disclosed by Contractor for any purpose. 
Contractor shall, as soon as possible, make the school district aware of any data 
breaches and assist the school district with necessary notifications and reimburse the 
school district for any costs incurred by the school district. Upon the expiration or 
termination of this Agreement, Contractor agrees to promptly return to the school district 
any and all school student records and personally identifiable information in Contractor’s 
possession. 

 
By submitting a bid, the Contractor certifies that it is not ineligible for award of the 
Contract by reason of debarment for a violation of any of the above-referenced laws and 
regulations and acknowledges that any breach of the foregoing provisions shall 
constitute a breach of the Contract. Failure of the Contractor to be in compliance with 
this Section shall be cause for each school district to terminate the Contract. 
 
10. Record Keeping 
 
The Contractor shall keep complete accurate records of the mileage for which the 
Contractor charges each school district and of the reports which the Contractor 
prepares for each school district pursuant to the Contract.  The Contractor shall 
maintain such records as each school special education cooperative member district 
may need to verify mileage, including records indicating the number of runs for vehicles 
used for purposes other than the Contract, the Contractor’s reporting responsibilities, 
and the Contractor’s claim for fees.  The Contractor shall provide access to such 
records upon a request by any school district.  In addition, the Contractor shall provide 
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monthly to each school District detailed invoices including information on fuel surcharge 
amounts.   

 
The school district shall have the right to audit the mileage records and examine the 
reporting records in a manner which does not unreasonably interfere with the conduct of 
the Contractor’s business.  Any excesses in charges for the mileage disclosed by an 
audit shall be refunded within five (5) days of notice of the excess to the Contractor.  If 
an audit discloses a discrepancy of more than five percent (5%) of the amount charged 
for the period at issue, the Contractor shall pay to each school district all reasonable 
costs connected with the audit; including, but not limited to, wages of its staff and 
accountants’ fees and attorneys’ fees.  The Contractor shall fully cooperate with all 
personnel authorized by each school district to conduct any audit. 

 
The Contractor shall retain such records for a period of three (3) years plus the current 
year, from the date of receipt of final payment under the Contract, for inspection and 
audit by representatives of each school district.  If any audit findings have not been 
resolved, the records shall be retained beyond the three (3) year period and as long as 
required for the resolution of the issues raised by the audit.   
 
11. Tax Exemption 
 
LADSE is exempt from Federal, State and Municipal taxes. The Contractor shall secure 
work permits (if any), fees and licenses necessary for the execution of the work. The 
Contractor shall not include taxes in its quotations, which each school district is not 
subject to; such as, Retailers Occupation Tax (both State and Local), Sales Tax of any 
kind, Service Use Tax, and any other such applicable tax. 
 

 
12. Bidder Experience 
 
Bidders must have a minimum of five (5) years experience providing student 
transportation services in grades K through 12.  The transportation manager of the 
Contractor must have a minimum of five (5) years experience in pupil transportation 
management in Illinois. 
 
13. Bid Security  
 
The Bidder shall provide a certified check or a bid bond equal to ten percent (10%) of 
the value of the bid for the first year from a surety company with at least an “A” rating in 
Best’s Key Rating Guide.  For example, if the total bid for all school districts combined in 
the first year is for $5,000,000, a Bidder should provide a bid security in the amount of 
$500,000.   If the Contractor refuses to enter into a contact with each school district or 
fails to furnish the required performance bond hereunder, the amount of the certified 
check or bid bond will be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.  

 
Certified checks or bid bonds will be returned to unsuccessful bidders within three (3) 
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days following the bid award decision.  

 
14. Performance Bond  
 
A Performance Bond by a surety rated “A10” or better in the current edition of A.M. 
Best’s Key Rating Guide of ten percent (10%) of the first year contract price shall be 
provided with this bid. 

 
Within ten (10) days of the date of the Notice of Award, the successful Contractor shall 
enter into a formal contract with LADSE and shall provide a Performance Bond in the 
full estimated amount of the first year of the contract per the bid documents. Upon 
receipt of the Performance Bond, the Bid Bond will be returned to the Contractor. 
 

a.​ The Performance Bonds shall be written with a company rated “A10” or better in 
the current edition of Best’s Key Rating Guide. 

 
b.​ The Performance Bonds shall be conditioned upon the faithful performance by 

the Contractor of the terms and provisions of this bid and the contract entered 
into with the District. 

 
c.​ The contractor shall pay the cost of premiums for said bonds.   

 
d.​ The bonds shall be signed and sealed by an authorized representative of the 

Contractor, and a certificate of authority of those signing the bonds, if not officers, 
shall be attached thereto.  

 
The Performance Bond shall guarantee the performance of the duties placed on the 
Contractor under the Contract and its compliance with any applicable laws, and shall 
indemnify LADSE and each LADSE member school district and their respective boards,  
Board members, officers, employees and agents (the “Indemnitees”), from any liability 
or loss to the Indemnitees from any failure of the Contractor to fully perform each or all 
of said duties.   
 
15. Contractor Fiscal Responsibility 
 
To ensure good service and ability to replace old buses, the Bidder must show a line of 
credit available from one or more banks and verification of that credit by an office of the 
bank. At a minimum, bidders must be able to provide evidence of financial credit or 
resources to purchase the fleet as described in these specifications. In addition, LADSE 
may require evidence that the Bidder has the financial resources to meet ongoing 
operational demands. This may include but is not limited to copies of recent audits or 
financial reports. After award of the Contract, LADSE may inquire as to the financial 
stability of the Bidder and may request financial references. The Bidder shall provide 
such information within 48 hours. The Bidder's financial stability will be a factor in 
determining the most qualified bidder. 
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16. Contractor’s Manager, Office Staff, and Bus Garage 
 

The Contractor shall ensure that a manager is accessible at all times (twelve months a 
year) during normal business hours. Should said manager not be accessible, back-up 
management support is required and must be accessible to make decisions concerning 
any emergency situation requiring immediate action. Said manager shall have complete 
authority with respect to personnel, bus schedules and routes/runs, and record keeping 
under this contract. 
 
The Contractor shall provide LADSE with documentation and other evidence 
satisfactory to LADSE that it has or it will have a bus/maintenance garage for all LADSE 
buses located within the geographical boundaries of the LADSE Cooperative or within 
15 miles thereof. 

 
In addition to said manager, the Contractor shall assign two dispatchers exclusively to 
the LADSE contract.  

 
17. Insurance Coverage 
 
The Contractor shall carry, pay for, and keep in force, with insurance companies rated A 
by AM Best the coverages provided below.  

A.​ Workers’ Compensation 
a.​ Coverage A: ​Statutory Limit 
b.​ Coverage B:​ $1,000,000 

 
B.​ General Liability 

a.​ $2,000,000 - General Aggregate 
b.​ $2,000,000 - Products - Comp/Op Agg 
c.​ $1,000,000 - Personal & Adv Injury for any one person injured in any one 

accident 
d.​ $5,000,000 - Personal & Adv Injury for any two or more people injured by 

reason of the vehicle in any one accident 
i.​ $1,000,000 - Each Occurrence 
ii.​ $10,000 - Medical Payments (any one person) 
iii.​ $5,000,000 - Sexual Misconduct (if not provided throughout 

umbrella liability) 
 

C.​ Automobile Liability 
a.​ $1,000,000 - Limit of liability, including owned, non-owned & hired auto 
b.​ $10,000 - Medical payments per person 
c.​ $1,000,000 - Uninsured Motorists 
d.​ $1,000,000​ Underinsured Motorists 

 
D.​ Cyber liability/identity theft  

a.​ $2,000,000 per claim  
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b.​ $2,000,000 general aggregate 
 

E.​ Umbrella Liability $20,000,000 ​  
a.​ Follow form excess of all primary coverage.   

 
All insurers shall be licensed by the State of Illinois and rated A-VII or better by A.M. 
Best or comparable rating service. The Commercial General Liability, Automobile 
Liability, Sexual Misconduct (if a separate policy) and Umbrella or Excess Liability 
insurance policies shall name LADSE and its member school districts, and their 
respective boards, Board members, employees, agents, and successors as additional 
insureds (“Additional Insureds”) on a primary, noncontributory basis with a waiver of 
subrogation in favor of the Additional Insureds. The Bidder shall provide the School 
District with certificates of insurance and/or copies of policies reasonably acceptable to 
the School District evidencing the existence of the coverage described above, including 
form and deductibles, during the duration of this Agreement.  The failure to provide 
acceptable insurance shall be deemed a breach of this Agreement entitling the Board to 
terminate this Agreement immediately. All policies of insurance shall provide by 
endorsement that no coverage may be canceled, terminated, or reduced by the insuring 
company without the insuring company having first given at least 30 days prior written 
notice to the Board. 
 
 
18. Hold Harmless Agreement 
 
The Contractor agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend LADSE, the Directing 
Board of LADSE, and the members of said Directing Board, all officers, employees, and 
agents of LADSE, all LADSE member school districts and their respective boards, 
board members, officers, employees, and agents (Listed in #1 Districts) of these 
General Conditions, the boards of education of all said school districts and members 
thereof, and their agents, employees, successors and assigns, against all suits, actions, 
legal proceedings, claims and demands, and against all damages, losses, costs, 
expenses and attorney's fees, in any manner caused by, arising from, incident to, 
connected with, or growing out of the performance or failure to perform under the 
contract by the Contractor, its employees, agents, or assigns. 
 
19. Force Majeure 
 
In the event the Contractor is unable to provide the transportation services as 
described in any awarded contract or accepted bid because of acts of God, fire, 
riot, war, picketing, civil commotion, strikes, labor disputes, or any other cause 
beyond its control, LADSE shall excuse the Contractor from performing there under. 
 
20. Invoicing 
 
A. Invoicing shall follow this process. Contractor will send a monthly pre-bill directly to 
LADSE for review and approval.  Contractor will then update invoices based on 
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LADSE’s feedback. Final monthly bills will then be sent to LADSE for dissemination to 
the resident district. In addition, the Contractor shall provide copies of all calculations 
deriving per-student charges billed in accordance with these General Conditions. Any 
errors in invoices shall be corrected by the Contractor before dissemination of the 
invoices to the resident district. 
 
B. Each student shall be charged from the first day of transportation services at the 
monthly trip rate as calculated below. Students are to be billed for only scheduled trips. 
 
C. An absent student may be charged for service until the student accumulates a 
maximum of five (5) consecutive days of absence. If a student fails to ride the bus for 
five (5) consecutive days, the Contractor shall immediately notify LADSE by phone and 
suspend charges until notified by LADSE that the student will return. All charges shall 
be terminated on the date LADSE provides notification to the Contractor to drop a 
student from transportation or to place the student on a temporary transportation hold. A 
temporary transportation hold means that a student can be returned to transportation 
with 24 hours notice. 
 
D. Invoices presented to LADSE on or before the tenth (10th) day of each month will 
ordinarily be forwarded to the specific student's district of residence by the twentieth 
(20th) day of the same month to be approved for payment at the next regularly 
scheduled district board of education meeting. No late charges will be incurred as long 
as an invoice is paid within ten (10) days after the next regularly scheduled board of 
education meeting of the resident district. Late fees shall be limited to the amount 
recoverable by Contractor under the Illinois Prompt Payment Act. The Contractor's 
invoice for each resident district shall contain three separate sections. The first section 
shall list in alphabetical order each student from that resident district transported. The 
second section shall list each student by name transported organized by placement 
school district, including the number of days transported, the number of miles 
transported, number of trips, the rate and the total charges for each individual student 
by name. The third section shall list any special charges for each student listed by name 
and include any adjustments from previous invoices. A total charge, including the base 
trip rate and special charges for each student by name shall be listed on the invoice, as 
well as a total charge by resident district. At the end of the year, the contractor will 
provide a total cost per student, organized by district, as well as a 20% annual cost 
figure for each student. Also provided will be the total yearly mileage for each student. 
 
E. Per student trip charges shall be calculated monthly 
 

1.​ Method of calculation for individual student transportation for transports within the 
cooperative shall be: 
 

a.​ Sum of all cooperative wide in-district route charges in a given month, divided by 
the number of cooperative wide student trips in a month shall equal the cost per 
trip per student times the number of trips (as calculated for each student) in the 
given month. 
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2. Method of calculation for individual student transportation for transports outside the 
cooperative shall be: 
 

a.​ Sum of the route charges in a given month, divided by the number of student 
trips in a month shall equal cost per trip per student times the number of trips (as 
calculated for each student) in the given month. 
 

3.  Method of calculation per student bus aide shall be: 
 

a.​ Sum of the cost per bus aide per route in a given month divided by the number of 
individual students assigned to the bus aide times the number of trips (as 
calculated for each student) in the given month. 
 

4. Method calculation per student for other approved miscellaneous 
charges shall be: 
 

a.​ Cost per student. 
 
5. It is agreed and understood that each member district's payment obligation under the 
contract shall be separate and independent of each other's. In the event any member 
district fails to make payments when due, the Contractor's recourse, if any, shall be 
solely against such non paying member districts and the Contract shall remain obligated 
in all events to provide services to those member districts that are not in default. 
 
21. Termination of Contract 
 

a.​ If the Contractor or its drivers or employees at any time fail to comply with the 
terms of a Contract or any portion hereof, or do not fully perform and strictly 
adhere to any of the terms hereof required to be performed, then LADSE may 
terminate the Contract.  
 

b.​ If LADSE determines that the Contractor has failed to comply fully with, perform, 
or strictly adhere to its Contract, then LADSE may, at its discretion, through its 
Executive Director, send written notice to the Contractor indicating the intention 
of LADSE to declare the Contractor in default.  
 
In such notice, LADSE shall state in what respect the Contractor has failed to 
comply with the terms of the Contract, and shall further state a date upon which 
the Contract will terminate, unless the Contractor, prior to such date, cures the 
defect to the satisfaction of LADSE.  
 
If prior to the date of termination stated in said notice, LADSE notifies the 
Contractor that the defect has been cured, the Contract will not terminate on the 
date stated in the notice but will have been deemed to have remained in effect as 
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of the date that such notice was given.  In the event that LADSE does not notify 
the Contractor that the defect has been cured, LADSE shall terminate the 
Contract without further action on the date of termination stated in the notice. 
 

c.​ The date of termination stated in the notice of intent to declare the Contractor in 
default, as provided in “b” above, may not be sooner than thirty (30) calendar 
days following the date of such notice unless there is a complete failure by the 
Contractor to provide the services required by the Contract or failure to comply 
with any and all applicable laws, including, but not limited to the continuing 
maintenance of insurance coverage, maintenance of current drivers’ licenses for 
each bus driver, and compliance with vehicle safety regulations, in which event 
the date of termination may be five (5) calendar days following the date of such 
notice. 
 

d.​ If LADSE terminates the Contract in whole or in part as provided in this Section, 
the Board may procure, upon such terms and in such a manner as LADSE may 
deem appropriate, supplies or services similar to those terminated, and the 
Contractor shall be liable to LADSE for any excess costs for such similar supplies 
for services; provided, that the Contractor shall continue the performance of the 
Contract to the extent not terminated. 
 

e.​ The termination of a Contract by LADSE as to services provided to one of its 
member school districts shall not impact the agreed upon bid price or effect in 
any way the Contracts between the Contractor and the other contracting school 
districts. 
 

22. Contract Term, Extension, and Contract Price 
 

a.​ The term of the Contract will be for three (3) years. The Contractor will be 
awarded a Contract with an initial term extending from August 1, 2025 and 
continuing through July 31, 2028. However, if for any reason LADSE determines 
continuation of this Contract is not in the best interests of LADSE, it may 
withdraw from and terminate the Contract at the end of any Contract year 
(August 1st through July 31st) covered by this Contract. Each contract year 
(August 1st through July 31st encompasses the regular school term and the 
immediately following summer school/extended school year program.. 
 

b.​ The Contract price for the first year of the Contract (August 1, 2025 - July 31, 
2026) will be determined by the submission on the Bid Form and accepted by 
LADSE.  For each subsequent contract year, the Contract price will increase over 
the immediately preceding contract year by an amount equal to the lesser of five 
percent (5%) or the percentage increase in the U.S. Consumer Price Index - All 
Urban Consumers (CPI-U) published by the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and applicable to the next upcoming December school 
district levy pursuant to the Illinois Property Tax Limitation Law. 
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c.​ The Contract may be renewed for additional years by the mutual written 

agreement of the parties as permitted by the Illinois School Code.    
 

23. Emergency Requirements 
 
The following safety precautions shall be established by the Contractor prior to 
executing the contract: 

 
a.​ Two (2) assigned dispatch workers familiar with the LADSE contract shall be 

available in the Contractor's office to field calls or transmissions from parents, 
drivers, and LADSE staff each day students are transported from 7:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. daily.  Cell phone numbers shall be made available to LADSE 
management. 
 

b.​ One (1) assigned dispatch worker familiar with the LADSE contract shall be 
available in the Contractor's office to field calls or transmissions from parents, 
drivers, and LADSE staff each day students are transported from 5:00 p.m. to 
completion of day’s routes. Cell phone numbers shall be made available to 
LADSE management. 

 
c.​ An answering service shall be provided by the Contractor to be used outside of 

operational hours each day when students are transported to advise callers that 
the office is closed and in the event of an emergency to contact one or more 
individuals designated by the Contractor. 
 

d.​ All buses shall be equipped with a two-way radio communication system, 
operative at all times with a full time base station. The Contractor will operate and 
maintain the two-way communication so that clear channels are always available 
in case emergency communication is required. The two-way radio must be 
turned on and adjusted in a manner that would alert the school bus driver of an 
incoming communication request. The Contractor shall provide the School 
District's Transportation Coordinatorwith the means to monitor two-way 
communications between buses operating the School District's routes and 
dispatch. The driver shall test the two-way radio and ensure that it is functioning 
properly before operating the bus. 
 

e.​ Each parent of a transported student shall be notified in writing of the name of 
the assigned driver, both a.m. and p.m. This shall be done at the onset of each 
contract year and each time a new driver is assigned to the route. This 
notification must be provided at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the new 
driver's beginning service. Each new driver must make a dry run of the route, 
delivering a postcard to each student's home on the route which contains the 
above information. 
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f.​ The Contractor shall provide each driver with instruction on the LADSE discipline 

procedures which must be kept on the bus at all times. All drivers and attendants 
shall strictly comply with the LADSE discipline procedures, including reporting 
requirements. 
 

g.​ The Contractor shall provide each driver with emergency medical plans which 
must be kept on the bus at all times. All drivers and attendants should be trained 
in the execution of students' emergency medical plans.  
 

h.​ The Contractor shall provide accident reports and provide LADSE immediate 
notification of accidents. 

 
i.​ Before exiting the bus, the school bus driver shall at the end of each route, work 

shift, or work day, walk to the rear of the bus and check the bus for children or 
other passengers in the bus, lost belongings and damage to property. In addition, 
Drivers shall walk to the back of the bus to check for children prior to leaving 
each school/facility drop-off site. 

 
 

24. Equipment and Vehicle Maintenance  
 
Each Bidder shall submit with the Bid Form at the time of bid submission a proposal 
with a description of the equipment the Bidder proposes to use in fulfilling this contract 
(including any equipment to be purchased). This description must include the type of 
equipment, number of vehicles, year, make, capacity, current odometer readings and 
modifications. Wheelchair buses with hydraulic lifts that permit students to enter and exit 
the vehicle in wheelchairs will be included for physically handicapped wheelchair 
students at a maximum ratio of five (5) students to one wheelchair bus. It is estimated 
that twenty to thirty (20-30) students will require such vehicles. Air-conditioned buses 
will be included for students requiring this accommodation. It is estimated that we have 
seventy (70) students needing this. It is further understood that all equipment used 
during the term of this contract shall comply with all local, state, and federal statutes, 
school bus specifications, and safety legislation governing school bus transportation in 
the State of Illinois. 
 
The Contractor may use school buses and/or "First Division Vehicles" to transport 
students to and from out of district programs, private placement programs, vocational 
programs and at LADSE's direction - special education programs where a student(s) 
must be transported alone. The contractor may not use "First Division Vehicles" for 
regular in-district transport of students to special education programs, or academic field 
trips unless otherwise approved by LADSE. 
 
Only "First Division Vehicles" such as minivans, medic-vans, or sports utility vehicles 
may be used for the LADSE contract. “First Division” Vehicles are "[those motor vehicles 
which are designed for the carrying of not more than 10 persons," 625 ILCS 5/1-217, 
mini-vans, taxi cabs, medic-vans, and sports utility vehicles. For purposes of calculating 
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the number of passengers in a motor vehicle, the driver's seat must be counted as a 
seat, and thus no vehicle that has seats for more than nine students would be a "First 
Division Vehicle". 
 
All "First Division Vehicles" must be safety checked at least twice a year at an official 
testing station regulated by the Department of Transportation. 
 
The Contractor shall ensure that any vehicle used in the completion of this contract is in 
compliance with all government regulations concerning inspections, and all regulations 
of the Illinois School Code and the Illinois Vehicle Code and all policies, rules and 
regulations of LADSE, the State Board of Education, the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and, the State of Illinois Standards for School Buses, the Cook County 
and DuPage Superintendent's office and the local municipalities in which the buses will 
be operated. The cost of inspections shall be borne by the Contractor. No vehicle may 
be used in the transportation of students without first having completed all inspections 
required by law. It is further required that a copy of the inspection, as provided by the 
Contractor and approved by the State of Illinois, be forwarded to LADSE. Each bus shall 
have factory-installed seat belts and it shall be the driver's responsibility to ensure that 
these belts are used. On occasion, students may need a special safety vest/harness, 
car seat, clamper, etc. The Contractor shall maintain sufficient inventory of each size of 
approved device so that it is able to supply any device requested by LADSE within one 
day from the date of the request. It is estimated that students will require special 
equipment such as harnesses (60), car seats (140) or clampers (35). Whether 
equipment is owned or leased, each Bidder shall present suitable evidence with its Bid 
Form at the time of bid submission certifying that the Bidder will have sufficient units 
available and ready for use at the beginning of any contract school year. At all times a 
Bidder must have one (1) standby vehicle available for each seven (7) vehicles used to 
meet the LADSE contract. This shall include wheelchair buses and air-conditioned 
buses. Vehicle maintenance records shall be available for inspection by the Director of 
LADSE or designee upon request. 
 
Contractor's fleet shall be equipped with Global Positioning System (GPS) technology 
allowing the contractor to track buses with real-time information. The system, at a 
minimum, must provide location of bus(es), speed, moving or stopping and history. 
 
LADSE provides transportation for five hundred to six hundred (500-600) students. It is 
estimated that a minimum of ninety-nine (99) vehicles, including standby vehicles, shall 
be exclusively committed to transporting LADSE students under the terms of the 
LADSE contract, i.e. the Contractor will not service other contracts with the same 
equipment, on the same route and/or during the same times that the Contractor has 
committed to fulfill the terms of the LADSE contract without prior approval from the 
LADSE Executive Director. 
 
25. Driver Responsibilities and Qualifications  
 
All drivers are subject to the state and federal laws pertaining to the operation of school 
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buses, the Illinois School Code, and the Rules and Regulations pertaining to the same, 
and the policies and regulations of LADSE. All personnel operating vehicles used in the 
transportation of special education students must be of the highest moral character, 
completely competent operators, properly licensed, physically capable, and should 
understand the special needs of these students. 
 
The Contractor shall provide to LADSE a detailed description of its procedures for 
screening and employing bus drivers (and bus attendants). The Contractor shall supply 
to LADSE each driver's (and bus attendant's) name and designated route. The 
Contractor must conduct and have the results of Criminal Background Checks on every 
driver (and bus attendant) before a driver begins transporting LADSE students and the 
attendant begins servicing the students. The best, most experienced drivers should be 
assigned to routes that serve students with behavior disorders and/or with significant 
medical conditions/emergency medical plans. In addition, detailed information on each 
driver, including certification, pass or fail results of criminal background check, and 
driving record shall be maintained at the Contractor's office and be provided to LADSE 
within 48 hours upon request by the Director of LADSE or designee. 
 
All drivers (and bus attendants) are subject to approval by LADSE. The Contractor shall 
immediately remove any bus driver (or bus attendant) from servicing the LADSE 
contract upon request from LADSE, at LADSE's discretion. LADSE is not liable for any 
employment-related decisions of the Contractor resulting from any requested removal. 
 
Drivers are mandated reporters pursuant to the Illinois Department of Children and 
family Services. 
 
Transportation problems between drivers and school staff should not be discussed in 
front of students. The driver should bring the problem to the attention of his supervisor 
who can then resolve the issue with the LADSE transportation coordinator or assistant. 
Drivers are required to consistently report behavior problems in a timely, accurate, and 
appropriate manner. Drivers are required to ensure that their radios are on and in good 
repair at all times when transporting students. Failure to comply with any of the above 
should be cause for serious disciplinary action and such incidents should be a part of 
their personnel records. The Contractor's office will keep a record of any and all 
accidents, commendations, complaints, and concerns regarding each driver. These 
records shall be provided to LADSE by the tenth (10th) day of each month with the 
invoices. Invoices shall not be forwarded to the resident districts unless these records 
have been provided to and received by LADSE. 
 
LADSE reserves the right to require the Contractor to assign each driver and bus 
attendant to attend an orientation class of up to four (4) hours provided by LADSE at the 
Contractor's headquarters or at a mutually agreed upon site, in addition to the training 
program provided by the Contractor. 
 
26. Student and Teacher Safety Training 
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The Contractor shall perform at each local school site two (2) hands-on bus 
evacuation drills per year per route. The first drill shall be completed by November 15 
and the second by May 15 of each contract year and a written notice of completion shall 
be sent to LADSE. As specified by law, a film or class training may be substituted for 
one of the hands-on drills. 
 
 
27. Student Discipline and Video Cameras 
 

a.​ The student behavior on any transportation vehicle rests with the driver and it 
shall be the driver's responsibility to maintain order. Drivers must promptly and 
accurately report student violations of bus rules. Final authority in matters of 
student discipline shall rest with the Director of LADSE or designee. Since 
transportation is usually a part of the student's educational program, the driver 
may be required to provide daily information regarding a student's specific 
behavior problems. 
 

b.​ Video Cameras 
i.​ Contractor must provide video/audio recording on every bus or vehicle 

that transports LaGrange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) 
students. This includes buses that are typically scheduled routes or runs, 
co-curricular and field trip student transportation. This contractor will 
provide video boxes, cameras, and tapes. The cameras are to be used 
solely for monitoring LaGrange Area Department of Special Education and 
member LEA students and cannot be used to monitor another school 
district's students. 
 

ii.​ Contractor shall keep video recordings. Video/audio equipment is to be 
checked on a regular basis by qualified staff to ensure proper operation. 
Contractor shall provide copies of recordings when requested by LADSE. 
 

iii.​ Contractor is responsible for securing and cataloging the video files. The 
video files are confidential and should be safely stored. The video files 
must be numbered and logged on a separate document so that one can 
quickly find the video file when needed.  The files should be held for at 
least a week before being discarded. LADSE will be able to access video 
files for its temporary or permanent possession. Contractor must notify 
LADSE if the video file is lost, stolen or misplaced. 
 

iv.​ Contractor cannot make copies of any video file without LADSE's written 
consent. LADSE will hold in its possession any video file that the 
Contractor requests in writing to be set aside.  

 
28. Number of Days of Transportation 
 
Classes for special education students are held on the same days as other students 
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attending public schools. Calendars of some schools in LADSE show one hundred 
eighty (180) days of student attendance. This figure of one hundred eighty (180) days of 
student attendance has been used to calculate the first year's contract price. However, 
the Contractor must be prepared to provide  a minimum of one hundred seventy (170) 
days of student attendance with a possibility of one hundred eighty-four (184) days, 
unless there is an emergency closing of schools, for reasons which may include acts of 
God, weather, loss of heat and utilities or work stoppages. 
 
There are summer programs for which the Contractor will provide transportation. 
Locations and number of days vary each year. Approximately four hundred (400) 
students are transported during the summer term. 
 
Contractor shall comply fully with LADSE's emergency procedure which requires mutual 
notification and decision making. This procedure stipulates that the Contractor will 
confer with LADSE before determining that weather conditions preclude the movement 
of buses. (Whenever possible, the Contractor shall confer with the LADSE 
Transportation Coordinator no later than 6:30 a.m. regarding current weather 
conditions.) 
 
 
 
29. Routes and Schedules 
 
The Contractor will coordinate fifteen (15) LADSE member school district schedules, 
LADSE schedule, as well as approximately forty (40) private placement school 
schedules. Routing plans shall be established on the basis of specific criteria developed 
in consultation with the Contractor, consistent with the general provisions of the contract 
and Bid Documents, and shall include the following: 
 

a.​ LADSE shall establish the starting and closing times for individual classes and 
students. The basic rate shall apply to transportation consistent with these 
established times. 

 
b.​ LADSE may permanently alter starting and closing times. 

 
c.​ The Contractor has a maximum of ten (10) calendar days to implement route 

schedule changes and a maximum of three (3) business days to implement 
individual student schedule changes. Route changes require parent notification 
as to changes in drivers and/or pick-up and drop-off time changes. 
Accommodations to facilitate bus scheduling cannot be negotiated individually 
with parents or local school staff. 

 
d.​ The Contractor will ordinarily be allowed up to three (3) business days to add 

new students to transportation service. It is anticipated that a number of new 
students will be added to start immediately following the Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, spring and/or Easter breaks with less than three (3) business days 
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notice. 

 
e.​ Students shall be picked up from home and delivered to their homes except 

when LADSE has considered and approved service to and/or from alternate 
locations. Such approval requires that the alternate location be used in 
accordance with a prearranged consistent schedule. 
 

f.​ Prior to the beginning of each school year, LADSE shall provide the Contractor 
with the following information: 

i.​ Starting or ending times of each student's program. 
 

ii.​ Special routing consideration for health and discipline reasons. 
 

iii.​ Alternative pick-up or delivery points. 
 

iv.​ On or before August 10, the above information shall be conveyed to the 
Contractor for the majority of students to be transported. This majority will 
be over ninety percent (90%) of students; most of the remainder are 
usually early childhood students who are staffed in August. Five (5) days 
prior to the start of school the Contractor will be provided information for 
the majority of the remaining students. A small number of students, 
unlikely to exceed one percent (1%), may be submitted during the 
remaining days before school starts as soon as information becomes 
available. 
 

v.​ At least five (5) business days prior to the start of the school year a copy 
of initial bus routes and schedules, including drivers' names, shall be 
submitted to the Director of LADSE or designee for review. Changes in 
routes, including additions, subtractions, and consolidations, are subject to 
the approval of the Contractor and the Director of LADSE or designee. 
 

vi.​ Schedules established by LADSE can be changed only by consultation 
with the Director or designee. One or more member school districts, or 
certain schools, may have sessions for only a half day or dismiss students 
at an earlier hour than usual or late starts. LADSE will provide the 
Contractor with a calendar containing these dates and times; the 
Contractor is required to provide transportation according to this calendar. 
 

vii.​ The Director or designee will consult with appropriate operating district 
personnel and LADSE staff to assure that all transportation decisions take 
into account the educational and special needs of the students involved. 
 

viii.​ Exclusive early childhood routes are preferred. However, the Contractor 
will attempt to minimize the need for joint routing of early childhood and 
primary students. Occasionally, it may be expedient to route early 
childhood students with primary students. Without special approval, which 
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may be withheld in LADSE's sole discretion, early childhood students must 
not be routed with junior high and secondary students. 
 

ix.​ The number of students on a vehicle may be reduced at the request of 
LADSE. This request would be made to ensure the safe transportation of 
students given a pattern of serious behavior problems during 
transportation, or given the anticipation of such problems due to previous 
experience. 
 

x.​ Contractor must have the ability, when requested by LADSE, to schedule 
students at more than one school daily; on different routes/runs on 
different days during the week and at different times; at different address 
for pick-up and drop-off; to change routes/runs to accommodate changes 
in child care, i.e. parent requests for pick-up and drop-off time/location; 
comply with the medical requirement of last pick-up, first drop-offs. 
 

xi.​ Buses must be available for field trips including all day, evening, and early 
in the morning for all sizes of groups, especially using wheelchair buses. 
Buses must also be available to pick up students in a timely manner who 
become sick at school. 
 

xii.​ After schedules are established, the Contractor shall ensure that all buses 
meet the schedules in order to avoid disruption both at home and at 
school. All buses shall arrive in the morning no more than twenty (20) 
minutes prior to the student's scheduled starting time (ideal school arrival 
is ten (10) minutes prior to the beginning of class) and no later than the 
specified school starting time. Students must be picked up at the 
scheduled dismissal time. School staff shall ensure students are loaded 
within five (5) minutes of the scheduled dismissal time, except for 
wheelchair vehicles. 
 

xiii.​ No member district students may be scheduled to ride more than sixty 
(60) minutes each way to or from school. Under unusual circumstances 
the Director or designee may approve the lengthening of the riding times, 
within the Executive Director's sole discretion. 
 

xiv.​ When late arrivals or pick-ups are anticipated, the Contractor shall 
promptly notify the LADSE designated personnel, school district  
(identifying the students involved), and the parents of said students, and 
provide a realistic estimate of the length of the delay. A late bus 
notification system that alerts parents via text or phone calll to supplement 
traditional contact means is preferred. 
 

xv.​ An updated copy of the bus routes and schedules shall be submitted to 
LADSE each quarter, starting at the beginning of each school year and 
any other time as requested by the Director or designee. 
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xvi.​ It is estimated that LADSE may require transportation for approximately 
five hundred to six hundred (500 - 600) special education students. Of this 
number approximately twenty to thirty (20-30) will need wheelchair 
transportation and approximately two hundred (200) other students will 
require other special services, such as harnesses, car seats, clampers 
and similar devices. A participating school district is not bound by this 
transportation contract to transport a resident student to a LADSE class 
housed in that district. 
 

xvii.​ Contractor shall ensure that Time and Attendance logs are completed 
each day that a student is transported for each respective route. 
Information shall be maintained/collected weekly by contractor's 
management and forwarded to LADSE monthly. 

 
 
30. Rates 
 
Rates shall be set by adoption and ratification as stated on the “Bid Form.” 
 
31. Award 
 
A contract, if awarded, will be awarded based on the criteria set forth in Public Act 
96-392, which is effective January 1, 2010. Thus, the Contract will be awarded by first 
considering, in LADSE's sole discretion, the Bidder most able to provide safety and 
comfort for the pupils with special needs or disabilities (which consideration shall be 
based on, without limitation, the Bidder's safety record, recommendations, and 
equipment), stability of service (which consideration shall be based on, without 
limitation, the Bidder's experience, years of serving special needs students and financial 
stability), any other factors set forth in these Bid Documents regarding quality of service, 
and then price. 
 
32. Compliance and Cancellation 
 

a.​ Responsibility for Contract Compliance 
 

i.​ Neither LADSE nor the Contractor shall propose transportation services 
which are either in violation or are inconsistent with the Contract. Each 
party has the obligation to inform the other of apparent violations. 
 

ii.​ When service requests are made which, taken with responsibilities under 
the Contract, will in the judgment of the Contractor result in substantial 
additional costs for equipment, or otherwise adversely affect the 
Contractor's ability to provide for the total transportation operation, the 
Contractor will so notify LADSE in writing. After considering the impact of 
the proposed service changes, additions or deletions, the Director will 

27 
 



Bid Specifications and Conditions 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

The following specifications and conditions will be incorporated as part of the final contract or contracts. 
determine whether to sustain or alter the request for service. Any modified 
request should be consistent with the provisions of the Contract. 

 
b.​ Non-Compliance 

 
i.​ Non-compliance includes, but not limited to, the failure to transport 

students on a run or runs as contracted or as requested in accordance 
with the terms of this contract, or the failure to make changes to routes as 
specified and directed by LADSE in accordance with the terms of this 
contract. 

 
33. Liquidated Damages 
 
1.​ The Contractor selected agrees that the highest standards of service are expected 

to be provided at all times during the term of the Contract. The Contractor agrees 
that timely pick-up and delivery of students is essential to the operations of LADSE 
and its member school districts, and that delays in transportation service resulting in 
damages to LADSE and its member school districts are difficult to calculate with 
certainty.  As a result, as liquidated damages, and not as a penalty, the Contractor 
agrees to the off-sets as described below. 

 
2. Late drop off or pick up at school program site after final bell without advance 
notification to relevant school district’s Supervisor of Transportation or Designee shall 
result in a reduction of 25% off total route cost per occurrence.  In addition, any 
individual route late more than three times a month with or without notification, will result 
in a reduction of  50% off total route cost per occurrence. 
 
5. Late field trips or special routes (i.e. life skills, work programs, etc.) pick up and drop 
off times shall result in a reduction of 50% off total route cost.   
 
6. Failure to stop at a designated pick up location resulting in a missed pick up will result 
in a reduction of 50% off student trip cost for the specific student and 100% off student 
trip cost thereafter. ​  

 
7. Non-functional GPS system after Contractor has received 14 days notice from 
LADSE or a school district and has not rendered the GPS system functional, will result 
in a reduction of 5% reduction on following months’ invoice. 
 
8. Leaving a child on a bus after the Contractor has completed the last stop will result in 
a $5,000 credit to LADSE  per occurrence.  
 
9. Failure to provide necessary bus aides for the entire bus or one to one aide will result 
in a reduction of 100% of aides’ costs per occurrence.  
 
10. Camera system non-operational, will result in a credit to LADSE of $500 per 
occurrence. District may request compliance at any given time. 
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11. Noncompliance with vehicle fleet stipulations (i.e. car seats, harness hookups, lift 
buses, etc.) will result in a reduction of 50% for each out of compliance route.  

 
12. Failure to perform a scheduled route will result in no charge for the route and an 
additional credit to LADSE equal to the cost for the route.  
 
13. In conjunction with the monthly billing report a late route report must be attached.  
 
On a case-by-case basis, LADSE may, at its discretion, waive the imposition of an 
off-set in circumstances in any of the above circumstances, which is the result of factors 
outside the control of the Contractor, such as unexpectedly inclement weather 
conditions or unusual and unexpected traffic conditions.  Before LADSE will waive an 
off-set, a representative of the Contractor will communicate with a representative of 
LADSE, providing information regarding the reasons for the issue, including proposed 
actions to address or avoid a recurrence of the situation.The waiver of an off-set will not 
constitute or be construed as a waiver of additional or future incidents of late pick-ups or 
drop offs, or other non-compliance by the Contractor of its obligations under the 
Contract. 
 
 
34. Discretionary Penalty and Partial Cancellation 
 
Should the Contractor fail to remedy any non-compliance within five (5) days of the oral 
notification of non-compliance provided under Section #33,  above, the Contractor may 
be required at the discretion of the LADSE Director to credit LADSE an amount equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the base, vehicle mile, special transport and/or late bus 
rates for each run(s) and or route(s) affected during the period of non-compliance. At 
the sole discretion of the LADSE Director, LADSE may cancel the affected run(s) or 
route(s) and subcontract them to a third party for the remainder of the contract. 
Contractor shall remain liable for any cost to LADSE for vehicle transportation for the 
remainder of the contract in excess of the cost that would have become payable to 
Contractor had the run(s) or route(s) not been canceled. Such partial cancellation shall 
not affect the Contractor's obligation to continue to provide service for all other runs. 
 
35. Cancellation 
 
In the event that the Contractor at any time fails to comply with, fully perform or 
strictly-adhere to any obligation or covenant herein contained to be performed by the 
Contractor, or its agents or employees, LADSE shall give twenty-four (24) hours notice 
in writing to the said Contractor of such failure. In the event that the Contractor does not 
remedy such failure to comply within twenty-four(24) hours from the receipt of such 
notice, or in the event that the Contractor shall at any time, except because of weather 
or strikes, fail to furnish at least ninety percent (90%) of the fully equipped and operating 
buses required by the contract for a period of twenty-four (24) hours; then at the option 
of LADSE, this contract may be terminated by delivery to Contractor of written notice of 
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such election to terminate. In addition, included in this notice will be the demand to 
exercise LADSE's rights under the Performance Bond. 
 
The Contractor shall remain liable for total cost to LADSE and its member districts for 
bus transportation to the end of the current school year, including any cost to LADSE for 
vehicle transportation in excess of the cost that would have become payable to 
Contractor had the contract not been terminated, including without limitation termination 
expenses and reasonable attorneys' fees. Failure to exercise this right within 
twenty-four (24) hours does not preclude any subsequent right to exercise at a later 
date. Any waiver by LADSE as to any incidence of non-performance shall serve only as 
a waiver as to that specific incidence and not to any future incidence of 
non-performance. If this contract is terminated in accordance with any of the foregoing 
provisions, all Contractors' rights shall cease and execution of the Performance Bond 
will be implemented. The current school year for the purposes of this contract includes 
Summer School. LADSE may at any time after providing 120 days written notice to the 
Contractor terminated this Contract without cause. 
 
36. Third-Party Vendors 
 
The Contractor agrees not to assign or sell any rights to this contract to any third 
party or parties without the prior written approval of LADSE. Such action without 
approval shall constitute cause to terminate the contract. 
 
37. Questions/Point of Contact 
 
Please address all questions relative to this bid to: 
 

Mr. Nick Peranich 
Director of Business Services 

La Grange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) 
1301 West Cossitt Avenue 
La Grange, Illinois 60525 

708-354-5730 
nperanich@ladse.org 
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SECTION III 

1.​ LADSE SUMMARY OF EXPERIENCE 
 
For purposes of bidding only, it is estimated that LADSE’s transportation requirement for 
the 2025-2026 school year will be similar to its requirements for the 2024-2025 school 
year. LADSE’s transportation requirements for the 2024-2025 school year are projected 
as follows: 
 

Estimated Number of Routes 
 
 

Category of 
Service 

2024-2025 School Year Bid Calculations 

Regular Year 
Routes 

90 AM Routes 
94 PM Routes 

90 AM Routes + 94 PM Routes x 180 
Days = 16,920 Total Annual AM and 

PM Routes 

Mid Day Routes 49 49 Mid Day Routes x 180 Days = 8,820 
Total Annual Mid Day Routes 

Summer School 
Bus Days 

20 20 Routes x 20 Days = 400 Total 
Annual Summer School Routes 

Routes Outside 
Cooperative 

40 40 Routes x 180 Days of Service = 
7,200 Total Outside Cooperative 

Routes 

Field Trips 75  

Late/Early 
Buses 

450  

Special 
Transports 

20  

Total Miles 
Transported  

810,000 miles  

Buses currently 
used to fulfill 

contract 

99  

The above figures are estimates only and LADSE reserves the right to increase or 
decrease the number of routes or trips as needed. By presenting their proposals, all 
Bidders agree they are willing to comply with this provision.  
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SECTION IV 
BID FORM 
 
Having read the Instructions to Bidders, the General Conditions and other Bid 
Documents and understanding the same, I hereby submit this Bid Form and agree to 
provide transportation services for the special education students of the La Grange Area 
Department of Special Education ("LADSE"), 1301 West Cossitt Avenue, La Grange, 
Illinois 60525, in accordance with the provisions of said Instructions to Bidders, General 
Conditions and other Bid Documents and on the terms stated herein. I acknowledge 
that LADSE reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities, 
irregularities or defects in bidding or in any proposal, should it be in the best interest of 
LADSE to do so.  All rates bid herein shall be for the initial 2025-2026 school year. 
 

1.​ Routes 
 

A.​ Routes within LADSE Cooperative Boundaries and Routes for Vocational 
Transition Students 

 
 

Route Type Price Per Vehicle Per Trip Route 

AM and PM  

Mid-Day   
 

 
B. Routes outside LADSE Cooperative Boundaries (but may exist within physical 

boundaries of the Cooperative)  
 
 
 

Name of School School Address Price Per Vehicle/Per 
Round Trip Route 

Acacia Academy 6425 Willow Springs Road 
LaGrange, IL  

 

Addison Trail/SASED VI 213 N. Lombard 
RoadAddison, IL 

 

AlbrightSchool- 
SASED VI 

1110 S Villa Ave.  
Villa Park, Il         

 

Aurora Education 191 Poplar Place Ste 1  
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Center 
 

North Aurora, IL      

Britten 
 

10110 Gladstone 
 Westchester, IL 

 

Camelot Mount 
Prospect 

580 Slawin Court  
Mount Prospect, IL 

 

Cass Jr. High -SASED    8502 Bailey Road          
Darien, IL 

 

Childbridge Day School 1600 W Algonquin Road 
#101 

Palatine, IL  

 

Child’s Voice 180 Hansen Court 
Wooddale, IL  

 

Center for Indep for 
Conductive Ed. 

100 Plainfield Road   
Countryside, IL  

 

Clare Woods Academy 125 E. Seminary Ave.    
Wheaton, IL​   

 

EarlyChildhoodCenter 
SASED DHH 

150 W Sunset 
 Villa Park, IL 

 

Easter Seals-Chicago 1939 W 13th St    
Chicago, IL​    

 

Easter Seals-Tinley  17300 Ozark  
Tinley Park, IL  

 

Elim Christian School 13020 South Central Ave. 
Palos Heights, IL 

 

Fairwood Preschool 
DHH 

543 E. Taylor 
Lombard, IL  

 

Felicity School 550 Lake Cook Road 
Deerfield, IL 

 

Giant Steps      2500 Cabot Dr. 
Lisle, IL 

 

Glen Oaks South 1N450 Main St. 
Glen Ellyn, IL 
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Glen Oaks North 135 N. Brandon Dr. 
Glen Dale Heights, IL 

 

Glen Oaks-Pheasant  
Ridge 

43 E Stevenson Dr. 
Glendale Heights, IL 

 

Guiding Light Academy  
Central 

7155 Janes Ave. 
Woodridge, IL 

 

Helping Hand 9649 S. 55th St. 
Countryside, IL 

 

High Roads Darien 8149 Cass Ave.  
Darien, IL 

 

High Roads Naperville 
 

1220 Bond St. Ste 136 
Naperville, IL  

 

Hyde Park Day School 
 

1375 E. 60th St.  
Chicago, IL 

 

Jewish Child & Family 
Bureau 

3145 W. Pratt​
Chicago, IL  

 

Joseph Academy 
Hometown 

9300 Kostner  
Hometown, IL 

 

Kirk School 520 S Plum Grove Road  
Palatine,IL 

 

KrejciAcademy-Little 
Friends/Mansion 

27555 Diehl Road 
Warrenville, IL 

 

Little City       1760 W Algonquin  
Palatine, IL 

 

Lt. Joseph P. Kennedy 
 

18350 Crossing Dr. 
Tinley Park, IL  

 

Lutherbrook Academy 
 

329 Lake St. 
Addison, IL 

 

Menta Academy 
Hillside 

4100 Warren Ave. 
Hillside, IL 

 

Menta Academy 
Midway  

6340 South New England 
Ave 

Chicago, IL 
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Metro Prep 2525 East Oakton    
Arlington Heights, IL 

 

New Connections  
 

865 E. Wilmette    
Palatine, IL​ ​  

 

New Hope Academy  
 

6289 W. Howard    
Niles, IL 

 

New Horizon Center  6737 W. Forest Preserve 
Ave.    

Chicago, IL 

 

North School-DHH​  150 W. Sunset​  
Villa Park, IL  

 

Nurturing Wisdom  125 S. Vine Ave.     
Hinsdale, IL 

 

PAEC 1000 Van Buren St. 
Maywood, IL   

 

Parkland Prep 8901 S. 52nd Ave.     
Oak Lawn, IL 

 

Rush Day School  2150 W. Harrison 
Chicago, IL 

 

Salt Creek School VI 980 S. Riverside Dr. 
Elmhurst, IL  

 

SASED Transition 
Center  

2900 Ogden Ave. 
Lisle,IL 

 

SEAL- Lombard  240 East Progress Road    
Lombard, IL​  

 

SEAL-Romeoville 1265 Naperville Dr,  
Unit D 

Romeoville, IL 

 

Soaring Eagle  8320 S. Madison     
Burr Ridge, IL 

 

Sonia Shankman 
Orthogenic  

1365 E. 60th      
Chicago, IL 

 

South Campus  909 E. Wilmette Road       
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 Palatine, IL​  

Stella May Swartz Vl 17W160 16th St. 
Oak Brook Terr, IL 

 

 

The Cove School  350 Lee Road  
Northbrook, IL 

 

Thresholds  4219 N. Lincoln Ave.      
Chicago, IL 

 

Turning Pointe 1500 W. Ogden 
Naperville, IL   

 

Virtual Connections   865 E Wilmette 
Palatine, IL 

 

 

Westmont Junior 
High-DHH 

944 N. Oakwood Dr. 
Westmont, IL  

 

Westmont Senior  
High School 

909 N. Oakwood Dr.  
Westmont, IL 

 

 
 
​  

2.​ Rates for Field Trip 
 
To provide transportation for field-trips:  
 
 

Price Per Hour (No Minimum)  
 

 
 

3.​ Rates for Special Transport of Individual Students  
 

To provide a separate transport during normal school hours for an individual ​ ​
student we propose a per student per trip: 
 
 

Price Per Student/Per Trip  
 
 

36 
 



Bid Specifications and Conditions 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

The following specifications and conditions will be incorporated as part of the final contract or contracts. 
 

4.​ Rates for Late/Early Bus 
 
To provide an early bus (7:00 or earlier) or a late bus (5:00 p.m. or later) for the 
transport of one student, or the maximum number of students the vehicle is 
legally permitted to carry operating as a school bus, we propose the following per 
vehicle cost: 
 
 

Price Per Vehicle/Per Run  
 
 

5.​ Aide Surcharges 
 

a.​ To provide bus aides upon request by LADSE, we propose the following daily 
rate per bus aide: 

 
 

Price Per Aide/Per AM Route  

Price Per Aide/Per PM Route  

Price Per Aide/Per Midday Route  
 
6. Bid Bond/Performance Bond 

 
The Bid Bond or certified check is based on ten percent (10%) of the Bid Price of 
first-year contract, as determined pursuant to the Instructions to Bidders. 
 
The successful bidder shall further be required to submit within ten (10) days 
following contract award a Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the Bid Price. 
 
Cost of Bid bond and Performance bond as calculated in Section II (General Conditions 
Bid Security (#13) and Performance Bond (#14). 
 
In the event LADSE decides to waive or reduce the performance bond requirement, the 
Contractor is obligated and bears the responsibility and any costs incurred to 
recalculate individual rate areas and reduce all charges listed in this bid document in 
order to fully offset the reduced costs as a result of the waiver or reduction of the 
performance bond. Contractor must document to LADSE's satisfaction that these 
recalculations/reductions are equal to the cost of the performance bond. Failure to 
comply with this directive may result in default by the Contractor and constitute cause 
for LADSE to exercise any and all remedies available under this contract. 
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Each bidder is required to provide the following information in the sealed envelope with 
the Bid Form at the time of submission. The purpose of this information is to give 
LADSE a synopsis of each Bidder's method of operation in a form that will enable 
LADSE to determine each Bidder's responsibility. 
 
Each bidder is required to provide a letter acknowledging receipt of General Conditions 
and provide Bid Bond or certified check payable to LADSE as outlined in Section IV, 
Number 6, "Bid Bond/Performance Bond". 
 
7.  Company Facts and Procedures (Attach responses to submitted BID Form) 
 

a.​ What is the date of the bidding company’s incorporation and in what state? 
 

b.​ How long has the bidding company been in the school transportation business? 
 

c.​ How many years has the bidding corporation been transporting special 
​ education students? Provide the names of all schools or school districts 
​ presently being served and formerly served by the bidding corporation. 
​ Provide at least two (2) letters of recommendation with contact phone 
​ numbers. 
 

d.​ How would you as a carrier integrate the LADSE contract into your 
​ present operation? 
 

e.​ Where is your local base from which you will manage and supervise the 
​ LADSE contract, i.e. dispatch, management, maintenance, vehicle 
​ garage? 
 

f.​ Describe the current financial standing of your company. Provide financial 
​ statements for the most recent two years of operation and copies of the 
​ corporation's federal income tax returns for the most recent two years. 
 

g.​ Provide copies of Insurance Certificates in place or proof of binder for necessary 
insurance coverage during the contract period. 
 

h.​ Provide copies of hold harmless statements on the Insurance Policies. 
 

i.​ Describe route planning and organization procedures. 
 

j.​ Provide your emergency procedures for a down bus. 
 

k.​ Provide your emergency procedures for a bus accident.  
 

l.​ Provide copies of your corporation's employee/student harassment 
​ policies. 
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m.​Detail all contracts your Corporation has lost in the past 5 years. Include 

​ contact information for each entity. 
 

n.​ Equipment 
 

i.​ List of equipment in present operation including description of 
current vehicles to be used and list separately vehicles to be purchased in 
fulfilling the proposal by bus number, year, make, capacity, current 
odometer reading and modifications. Please include current seating and 
wheelchair capacity, number of buses with wheelchair lifts, number of air 
conditioned buses.  
 

ii.​ Please provide a number of approved child car seats, harnesses, 
clampers, booster seats that are in your current inventory that will be used 
to satisfy LADSE requirements. 

 
iii.​ Describe vehicle maintenance programs and housing procedures. Will you 

have a local base within LADSE's boundaries which will handle the 
maintenance of yourfleet, and if so, how will it be organized? If not, how 
will you organize the maintenance of your fleet? 

 
8. Communication/Technology Systems 
 

a.​ Describe the radio system you use to communicate with your drivers. How many 
spare radios do you have?  

 
b.​ Describe the technology used to assist with route changes, communication 

barriers, data collection, and emergency response plans? 
 

c.​ What frequency do you operate on? 
 

d.​ Describe your plan for back-up communication. 
 

e.​ Do your drivers have cell phones? 
 

f.​ How do you deal with areas of communication blackout? 
 

g.​ Are you familiar with blackout areas within the LADSE area of operation? 
 

h.​ Explain how you are prepared to respond to school emergency late starts or 
closings, i.e. availability to reroute/reschedule times for buses. 
 

i.​ Describe your procedure for communicating with parents/schools about 
late/delayed buses. 
 

j.​ Describe your capability for bilingual communication and TDD extract 
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communications. 
 

k.​ Describe your procedure when parents/approved guardians are not home to 
receive students after school. 
 

l.​ Do you have an automated alert system that sends parents notices via text/email 
when buses are running behind/ahead of schedule? 

 
 
 
9. Bus Drivers/Bus Attendants 
 

a.​ Describe specific procedures used for the recruitment, training, and testing of ​
bus drivers and bus attendants 
 

b.​ Describe your implementation of Emergency Medical Plans and training of bus ​
drivers and bus attendants regarding medically fragile students. 
 

c.​ Describe your procedures for medical emergencies, i.e. a student has a ​ ​
seizure on the bus. 
 

d.​ Describe how your drivers and/or attendants deal with students who are ​ ​
profoundly disabled, have severe behavioral episodes, cannot communicate ​
(autistic or deaf/hard of hearing students). 
 

e.​ Describe your procedure of reporting inappropriate/unsafe behavior, i.e. ​ ​
fighting on the bus, getting out of seats/seat belts. 
 

f.​ List the number of bus drivers currently employed by your corporation and ​​
their individual years of experience. 
 

g.​ List the number of bus attendants currently employed by your corporation and ​
their individual years of experience. 

 
10. Billing 
 

a.​ Describe the methodology you use for maximizing route efficiency and ​ ​
minimizing costs. 
 

b.​ Describe how billing errors are resolved. 
 

c.​ Describe ability to invoice students monthly, organized alphabetically by ​ ​
district, culminating with a yearly total per student, including a 20% figure for ​
​ each student and their annual mileage. 
 

d.​ Provide an example of a monthly billing invoice. 
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i.​ Member Districts 
 

ii.​ Outplacement Transportation 
 

iii.​ TEP/Worksite Transportation 
 

iv.​ Field Trips 
 

v.​ Early/Late Routes 
 
 
11. Proposed Vehicle Listing 
 
Described below is a list of the number and type of vehicles, both currently 
owned and to be purchased, which are proposed for use in the LADSE 
Transportation Contract, if awarded. (See General Conditions #24 - Equipment and 
Vehicle Maintenance) 
 

Currently Owned 
 

 
Bus Year Make Odometer 

Reading 
Modifications (i.e. lifts, ramp, air 

conditioned, wheelchair capacity, etc) 
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Proposed Additional Purchases Needed 
 

 
Bus Year Make Odometer 

Reading 
Modifications (i.e. lifts, ramp, air 

conditioned, wheelchair capacity, etc) 
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12. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Insurance – Bidder’s insurance companies that will cover the Contract. 

 
Company Name Address Phone No. 
   
   
   
   

 
References – Bidder is in the process of supplying transportation to the following school 
districts at the present time. 

 
Company Name Address Phone No. 
   
   
   
   
   

 
Other School Districts – Bidder has supplied transportation to the following school districts 
during the past five (5) years. 

 
Company Name Address Phone No. 
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CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT 
 

The undersigned hereby certifies they are in receipt of confidential records for students 
of the LaGrange Area Department of Special Education (LADSE) Cooperative. I 
acknowledge that this bidding corporation, its officers, and employees will restrict the 
use of this information to the preparation of the bid submission placed in our 
possession. At no time will the corporation, its officers, and employees of this company 
use or disclose this confidential information for any reason now or in the future.  
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 
The undersigned hereby certifies they have read and agree to comply in all respects 
with the General Conditions listed in this Special Education Transportation Bid. 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY TO BID 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned hereby certifies that the Bidder is not barred from Bidding on the 
Contract as a result of a violation of either the bid-rigging or bid-rotating provisions of 
Article 33E of the Criminal Code of 1961, as amended.  (720 ILCS 5/33E-3, 720 ILCS 
5/33E-4) 
​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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CERTIFICATIONS OF COMPLIANCE WITH  
ILLINOIS DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE ACT 

 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, having 25 or more employees, does hereby certify pursuant to section 
3 of the Illinois Drug-Free Workplace Act (30 ILCS 580/3) that it shall provide a 
drug-free workplace for all employees engaged in the performance of work under the 
contract by complying with the requirements of the Illinois Drug-Free Workplace Act 
and, further certifies, that it is not ineligible for award of the Contract by reason of 
debarment for a violation of the Illinois Drug-Free Workplace Act. 
​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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CERTIFICATE REGARDING SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, does hereby certify pursuant to Section 2-105 of the Illinois Human 
Rights Act (775 ILCS 5/2-105) that it has a written sexual harassment policy that 
includes, at a minimum, the following information: (i) the illegality of sexual harassment; 
(ii) the definition of sexual harassment under State law; (iii) a description of sexual 
harassment, utilizing examples; (iv) an internal complaint process including penalties; 
(v) the legal recourse, investigative and complaint process available through the 
Department of Human Rights and Human Rights Commission; (vi) directions on how to 
contact the Department of Human Rights and Human Rights Commission; and (vii) 
protection against retaliation. 
​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned hereby certifies that the Bidder is in compliance with the Illinois 
Human Rights Act (775 ILCS 5/2-105). 
​ ​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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DEVIATIONS FORM 
 
Deviations from the Bid Specifications and Conditions are highly discouraged and may 
result in rejection of a Bid at the discretion of LADSE.  In the event that the undersigned 
Bidder intends to deviate from the specifications, all such deviations are listed hereon, 
with complete and detailed specifications and information being also attached.  In the 
absence of any entry on the Deviations Form, the Bidder assures the school district of 
their full compliance with the specifications and conditions.  Each school district must 
approve any deviations indicated. 
 
THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED EVEN BY THOSE NOT PLANNING DEVIATIONS. 
 
Submitted for consideration by: 
​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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ADDENDA RECEIPT 
 
 
 
 
 
The receipt of addenda number(s) ___ through __ is hereby acknowledged.  Failure of 
any Bidder to receive any addenda or interpretation shall not relieve the Bidder from 
obligations specified in the Bid.  All addenda shall become part of the final Contract. 
​                                
 
 
 
_________________________________________      ____________________ 
Name of Bidder – Company Name (Please Print)      ​ ​    Date 
 
 
_______________________________         _____________________________ 
Submitted by (Please Print)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Title 
 
 
 
_______________________________          
Signature​  
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SECTION V 
ADDENDA 
 
 

1.​ Emergency Medical Plan Samples (A) 
 

a.​ Seizure Action Plan Example 
 

b.​ Bus Aide Emergency Action Plan Example 
 

2.​ LADSE Member District School List (B) 
 

a.​ By Alphabetical Order 
 

b.​ By District 
 

3.​ Schools By Member District (C) 
 

a.​ By District 
 

b.​ School Addresses 
 

c.​ Weekly Schedule 
 

d.​ Start and End Times 
 

e.​ Current Number of Students from District Schools 
 

4.​ 2024-2025 LADSE Classroom List (D) 
 

a.​ Schools By LADSE Program 
 

b.​ School Addresses 
 

c.​ Weekly Schedule 
 

d.​ Start and End Times 
 

e.​ Number of Students Per Classroom 
 

5.​ Transition Employment Program (TEP) Work Program Locations (E) 
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Exhibit A 

 
Emergency Medical Plan Samples 

 
 

                     Seizure Action Plan Example (A) 
 

          Bus Aide Emergency Action Plan Example (A) 
 
 
         SEE ADDENDA DOCUMENTS FOLDER FOR FILES 
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Exhibit B 

 
LADSE Member District School List 

 
LADSE Member District School List (B) 
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EXHIBIT C 

 
Schools By Member District 

 
Schools By Member District (C) 

 
 
 

 
SCHOOLS BY MEMBER DISTRICT 

(C)    

      

SCHOOLS ADDRESS DISTRICTS DAYS TIMES #STUDENTS 

Butler 
2801 York Road 

Oak Brook, IL 60523 53 NA NA 0 

Brook Forest 
60 Regent Drive 

Oak Brook, IL 60523 53 M-F 8:20-3:14 1 

Oak Brook Park District 

1450 Forest Gate 
Road 

Oak Brook, IL 60523 53 M-F 9:00-3:00 5 

      

Eisenhower Jr. 
1410 75th Street 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 

7:50-2:25 
M,T,TH,F 

8:30-2:25 W 2 

Lace 
7414 S. Cass Avenue 

Darien, IL 60561 61 NA NA 0 

Mark Delay 
6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 

8:35-3:05 
M,T,TH,F 

9:10-3:05 W 12 

Mark Delay PFA AM 
6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 8:50-11:20 5 

Mark Delay PFA PM 
6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 12:30-2:50 1 

Mark Delay ECE AM 
6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 8:50-11:20 6 

Mark Delay ECE PM 
6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 61 M-F 12:30-2:50 6 

      

Gower Middle 
7941 S. Madison 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 62 M-F 8:30-3:28 2 

Gower West 

7650 Clarendon Hills 
Road 

Willowbrook, IL 
60527 62 M-F 7:45-2:25 12 
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Gower West AM 

7650 Clarendon Hills 
Road 

Willowbrook, IL 
60527 62 M-F 8:00-10:30 2 

Gower West PM 

7650 Clarendon Hills 
Road 

Willowbrook, IL 
60527 62 M-F 11:30-2:00 4 

Gower West PFA 

7650 Clarendon Hills 
Road 

Willowbrook, IL 
60527 62 M-F 8:00-10:30 1 

      

Westchester Intermediate 

10900 Canterbury 
Street 

Westchester, IL 
60154 92.5 NA NA 0 

Westchester Middle 

1620 Norfold Avenue 
Westchester, IL 

60154 92.5 NA NA 0 

Westchester Primary PFA 
AM 

2400 Downing 
Avneue 

Westchester, IL 
60154 92.5 M-F 8:45-11:15 1 

      

Komarek PFA AM 

8940 W. 24th Street 
North Riverside, IL 

60546 94 M-F 8:30-11:00 1 

Komarek PM 

8940 W. 24th Street 
North Riverside, IL 

60546 94 M-F 12:30-3:00pm 2 

      

Brook Park 

1214 Raymond 
Avenue 

La Grange Park, IL 
60526 95 M-F 8:00-2:45 19 

Gross 
3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 95 NA NA 0 

SEG ECE AM 
3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 95 M-F 8:20-10:50 5 

SEG ECE PM 
3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 95 M-F 11:50-2:20 3 

      

Ames 
86 Southcote Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 8:15-2:55 3 

Ames ECE AM 
86 Southcote Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 8:30-11:00 9 
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Ames ECE PM 
86 Southcote Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 12:15-2:45 9 

Blythe Park 
735 Lessley Road 

Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 8:15-2:55 1 

Central 
61 Woodside Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 8:15-2:55 5 

Hauser Jr. 
65 Woodside Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 96 M-F 8:20-3:25 11 

Hollywood 
3423 Hollywood 

Brookfield, IL 60546 96 NA NA 0 

      

Field Park 

4335 Howard 
Western Springs, IL 

60558 101 NA NA 0 

Forest Road Connections 

901 Forest Road 
LaGrange Park, IL 

60526 101 M-F 

8:15-3:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:30 W 13 

Forest Hills ECE AM 

5020 Central 
Western Springs, IL 

60558 101 T-F 8:45-11:15 4 

Forest Hills ECE PM 

5020 Central 
Western Springs, IL 

60558 101 M-F 12:35-3:15 5 

Laidlaw 

4072 Forest 
Western Springs, IL 

60558 101 NA NA 0 

McClure Jr High 

4225 Wolf Road 
Western Springs, IL 

60558 101 NA NA 0 

      

Barnsdale 

920 Barnsdale Road 
La Grange Park, IL 

60526 102 M-F 

8:30-3:00 
M,T,TH,F 

8:30-2:15 W 5 

Barnsdale ECE AM 

920 Barnsdale Road 
La Grange Park, IL 

60526 102 M-F 8:45-11:15 9 

Barnsdale ECE PM 

920 Barnsdale Road 
La Grange Park, IL 

60526 102 M-F 12:15-2:45 6 

Congress Park 
9311 Shields 

Brookfield, IL 60513 102 M-F 

8:15-3:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:15 W 1 

Cossitt 

115 W. Cossitt 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 102 M-F 

8:15-3:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:30 W 10 

Forest Road 901 Forest Road 102 M-F 8:15-3:15 13 
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La Grange Park, IL 

60526 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:30 W 

Ogden 

501 W. Ogden 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 102 M-F 

8:15-3:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:30 W 1 

Park Jr. 

325 N. Park 
La Grange Park, IL 

60526 102 M-F 

8:30-3:26M,T,
TH,F 

8:30-2:30 W 4 

      

Costello 
4632 Clyde 

Lyons, IL 60534 103 M-F 8:35-3:05 10 

Costello ECE AM 
4632 Clyde 

Lyons, IL 60534 103 M-F 8:30-11:00 8 

Costello ECE PM 
4632 Clyde 

Lyons, IL 60534 103 M-F 12:00-2:30 3 

Edison 
4100 Scoville Avenue 

Stickney, IL 60402 103 NA NA 0 

Edison ECE AM 
4100 Scoville Avenue 

Stickney, IL 60402 103 M-F 8:30-11:00 1 

Edison ECE PM 
4100 Scoville Avenue 

Stickney, IL 60402 103 M-F 12:00-2:30 5 

Home 
4400 Home Avenue 
Stickney, IL 60402 103 M-F 8:35-3:05 1 

Lincoln 
4300 S. Grove 

Brookfield, IL 60513 103 M-F 8:35-3:05 5 

Lincoln ECE AM 
4300 S. Grove 

Brookfield, IL 60513 103 M-F 8:30-11:00 2 

Robinson 
4431 Gage 

Lyons, IL 60534 103 M-F 8:35-3:05 5 

Washington Middle 
8101 Ogden Avenue 

Lyons, IL 60534 103 M-F 7:55-2:40 20 

      

Gurrie 

1001 S. Spring 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 105 M-F 

8:30-3:00 
M,T,TH,F 

8:30-2:15 W 2 

Hodgkins 
6516 Kane 

Hodgkins, IL 60525 105 M-F 8:30-3:00 9 

Hodgkins ECE AM 
6516 Kane 

Hodgkins, IL 60525 105 M-F 

8:30-11:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:30-10:30 W 5 

Hodgkins ECE PM 
6516 Kane 

Hodgkins, IL 60525 105 M-F 

12:15-3:00 
M,T,TH,F 

12:15-2:15 W 7 

Hodgkins PFA AM 
6516 Kane 

Hodgkins, IL 60525 105 M-F 

8:30-11:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:30-10:30 W 3 
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Ideal 

9901 W. 58th Street 
Countryside, IL 

60525 105 M-F 

8:15-3:15 
M,T,TH,F 

8:15-2:15 W 3 

Seventh Ave. 

701 S. Seventh 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 105 NA NA 0 

Spring Ave 

1001 S. Spring 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 105 NA NA 0 

      

Highlands Elementary 
5850 Laurel 

LaGrange, IL 60525 106 M-F 8:20-3:00 1 

Highlands Middle 
1850 Plainfield Road 
LaGrange, IL 60525 106 NA NA 0 

Highlands ECE AM 
5850 Laurel 

LaGrange, IL 60525 106 M-F 8:30-11:00 4 

Highlands ECE PM 
5850 Laurel 

LaGrange, IL 60525 106 M-F 12:00-2:30 2 

      

Pleasantdale Elementary 
8100 School Avenue 
LaGrange, IL 60525 107 NA NA 0 

Pleasantdale Middle 
7450 S. Wolf Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 107 M-F 8:40-3:20 1 

Pleasantdale ECE AM 
8100 School Avenue 
LaGrange, IL 60525 107 M-F 8:30-11:00 4 

      

LT North HS 

100 S. Brainard 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 204 M-F 7:30-3:05 16 

LT South HS 

4900 S. Willow 
Springs Road 

Western Springs, IL 
60558 204 M-F 7:30-3:05 31 

LT Corral 

4900 S. Willow 
Springs Road 

Western Springs, IL 
60558 204 M-F 7:30-3:05 16 

      

Riverside Brookfield HS 
160 Ridgewood Road 
Riverside, IL 60546 208 M-F 

8:00-3:05 
M,T,W,F 

8:55-3:05 Th 23 
 

 
 

 
EXHIBIT D 
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2024-2025 LADSE Classroom List 
 

 
2024-2025 LADSE Classroom List (D) 

 
 
 

 

2024-2025 LADSE Classroom 
List (D)   

     

SCHOOLS ADDRESS DAYS TIMES 
#STUDEN

TS 

SE Gross (95) ECE AM 3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 8:20-10:50 5 

SE Gross (95) ECE PM 3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 11:50-2:20 5 

Grace Lutheran M,W AM 200 N. Catherine 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 NA NA 0 

Grace Lutheran M,W PM 200 N. Catherine 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 M,W 12:30-2:30 4 

Grace Lutheran T,Th AM 200 N. Catherine 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 T,Th 12:30-2:30 2 

Grace Lutheran T,Th PM 200 N. Catherine 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 T,Th 12:30-2:30 3 

Westchester Int (92.5) CD ECE 
AM 

10900 Canterbury 
Street 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 8:45-11:15 2 

Westchester Int (92.5) CD ECE 
PM 

10900 Canterbury 
Street 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 12:15-2:45 4 

SE Gross (95) CD ECE AM 3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 8:45-11:15 7 

SE Gross (95) CD ECE PM 3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 12:15-2:45 5 
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Hollywood (96) 3423 Hollywood 

Brookfield, IL 60546 M-F 8:30-3:00* 8 

Cossitt (102) 115 W. Cossitt 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 7 

LADSE West 1640 Newcastle 
Avenue 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 8:30-3:00* 11 

Lincoln (103) 4300 S. Grove 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 8:30-3:00* 3 

Highlands Elementary (106) 5850 Laurel 
LaGrange, IL 60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 4 

Westchester P (92.5) 2400 Downing 
Avneue 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 8:30-3:00* 2 

Komarek (94) 8940 W. 24th Street 
North Riverside, IL 

60546 M-F 8:30-3:00* 5 

Westchester Int (92.5) 10900 Canterbury 
Street 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 8:30-3:00* 2 

Seventh Avenue (105) 701 S. Seventh 
Avenue 

LaGrange, IL 60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 6 

Highlands Middle (106) 1850 Plainfield 
Road 

LaGrange, IL 60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 6 

LADSE North 1125 Harrison 
Avenue 

La Grange Park, IL 
60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 60 

LRB Academy 1125 Harrison 
Avenue 

La Grange Park, IL 
60525 M-F 8:30-3:00* 21 

Mark Delay (61) 6801 S. Wilmette 
Darien, IL 60561 M-F 8:30-3:00* 4 

Edison (103) 4100 Scoville 
Avenue M-F 8:30-3:00* 4 
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Stickney, IL 60402 

LADSE West 1640 Newcastle 
Avenue 

Westchester, IL 
60154 M-F 8:30-3:00* 11 

Edison (103) 4100 Scoville 
Avenue 

Stickney, IL 60402 M-F 8:30-3:00* 5 

Home (103) 4400 Home Avenue 
Stickney, IL 60402 M-F 8:30-3:00* 5 

Eisenhower JH (61) 1410 75th Street 
Darien, IL 60561 M-F 8:30-3:00* 5 

SE Gross (95) 3524 Maple Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513 M-F 8:30-3:00* 6 

Eisenhower JH (61) 1410 75th Street 
Darien, IL 60561 M-F 8:30-3:00* 2 

     

*Early Release Days-1:30 
Every First and Third 

Wednesday     

     

    214 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

62 
 



Bid Specifications and Conditions 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

The following specifications and conditions will be incorporated as part of the final contract or contracts. 
EXHIBIT E 

 
Transition Employment Program (TEP) Work Program Locations 

 
 
Transition Employment Program (TEP) Work Program Locations (E) 

 
 
 

Transition Employment Program (TEP) - 2024-2025 Work Program Locations (E) 

     

COMPANIES LOCATIONS DAYS TIMES # STUDENTS 

Brookfield Pre-School 
8820 Brookfield Ave 

Brookfield, IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

Cantata 
8700 31st Street 

Brookfield, IL Days Vary Times Vary 4 

Dr Schaefer Podiatry Office 
9230 Broadway Ave, 

Brookfield,IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

LaGrange Colgrass Cafe 
9022 31st Street 

Brookfield, IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

LaGrange Park District 
536 East Avenue 

LaGrange, IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

Loyola Medical Center 
2160 S First Ave 

Maywood, IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

Riverside Foods 
48 E. Burlington St. 

Riverside, IL Days Vary Times Vary 2 

Riverside Library 
1 Burlington Rd 

Riverside,IL Days Vary Times Vary 1 

Oak Brook Hilton 
3500 Midwest Rd. 

Oakbrook, IL Days Vary Times Vary 3 

Oak Brook Marriott 
1401 W 22nd st 

Oak Brook,IL Days Vary Times Vary 3 

PAV YMCA 
2947 Oak Park Ave 

Berwyn,IL Days Vary Times Vary 5 

     

     

     

    23 
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