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Promoting Early Literacy in Your Home



Welcome

¸ Introductions

¸ Goals

¸ To go home with two to three new activities/strategies to 
increase literacy in your home

¸ Build on knowledge of resources available to increase 
literacy in the home

¸ Establish a new network/connection

¸ Literacy Eco Map



You are not only your 
childôs first teacher you are 

their most important 
teacher.



ñThe Five Big Areas of Readingò
+1

¸Phonics

¸Phonemic Awareness

¸Fluency

¸Vocabulary

¸Comprehension

¸Writing



Phonemic Awareness

¸Phonemic Awareness: The ability 
to hear and manipulate sounds in 
words

¸Phonemic awareness is not phonics

¸Phonemic awareness is auditory and 
does not involve words in print 



Why is Phonemic Awareness 
important?

Phonemic Awareness (PA) is important because:
¸ It gives readers a way to approach sounding out and reading new 

words. 

¸ It helps readers understand the alphabetic principle (that the 
letters in words are systematically represented by sounds). 

Phonemic Awareness (PA) is difficult because:
¸ Although there are 26 letters in the English language, there are 

approximately 40 phonemes, or sound units, in the English 
language. (NOTE: the number of phonemes varies across sources.)

¸ Sounds are represented in 250 different spellings (e.g., /f/ as in ph, 
f, gh, ff). 



Why is Phonemic Awareness 
important?

Research says:
¸ There is considerable evidence that the 

primary difference between good and poor 
readers lies in the good reader's 
phonological processing ability. 



Research on Phonics

¸Systematic and explicit phonics 
instruction is more effective than non -
systematic or no phonics instruction 

¸To be effective with young learners, 
systematic instruction must be 
designed appropriately and 
embedded in meaningful activities



Why is Phonics important?

Research says:
¸ A primary difference between good and poor readers is the 

ability to use letter -sound correspondence to identify words 
(Juel, 1991). 

¸ The combination of instruction in phonological awareness 
and letter -sounds appears to be the most favorable for 
successful early reading (Haskell, Foorman, & Swank, 1992).

¸ Because our language is alphabetic, decoding is an 
essential and primary means of recognizing words . 
There are simply too many words in the English language to 
rely on memorization as a primary word identification 
strategy (Bay Area Reading Task Force, 1996). 



Vocabulary

¸Children enter school with ñmeaningful 
differencesò in vocabulary knowledge (Hart 
& Risley, 1995)

¸ The difference lies in both the quantity of 
words heard and the quality of words.  



Mystery Box!

Stacy Voras


